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INTRODUCTION 
  
Evangelical Homiletics Society, serving as your President during 
the 2019-2020 year was an honor. I know it is custom for the 
President to give a sermon at the annual conference, but since 
things are already a bit different this year, I thought I would give 
more of an address than a sermon. In fact, I cannot think of 
anything more intimidating than preaching a sermon before a 
group of preaching professors and scholars. So instead, I want to 
share with you what has pressed on my heart and mind over the 
past several years. It deals with the gospel and the next 
generation. Now let me say, I am by no means an expert on this 
subject matter. This is not everything there is to know about the 
gospel and the next generation, but this is just about everything 
I know about the gospel and the next generation.  

Growing up, many of my friends attended youth group 
and church, but when they went to college, their commitment to 
the local church, and more importantly, their commitment to 
God vanished. Now, this surfaces many questions. How strong 
was their commitment in the first place? Do youth ministries 
actually work? However, anecdotally I noticed, and maybe you 
have too, what a number of studies from both secular and faith-
based organizations over the past several years have reported: 
Millennials and the Gen Z generation are leaving the church.1  

Now, some could say that this is nothing abnormal, or at 
least not in evangelical churches. For generations, young adults 
have left the church, but when they get married or have kids, 
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they come back. In fact, that could be part of your story or the 
story of many people in your church. But what the most recent 
research shows, what I can personally attest to as I keep up with 
my family and friends, and with churches having to pivot 
because of Covid-19, is that the next generations are leaving 
church, or changing lanes, and there is no sign of them coming 
back. The sad truth is, the prodigal sons and daughters are gone, 
and unlike the account in Luke 15, they do not appear to be 
coming back. While the prodigal son in Luke 15 returned to his 
father because “he came to his senses,” our modern-day 
prodigals today feel that coming to their senses, is not returning 
to their heavenly Father, but rather it means leaving the church, 
and sadly abandoning God altogether.  
 Now, I may be completely wrong, in this thinking, I mean 
I am young after all. Honestly, I hope I am wrong. But I do not 
want to be naively singing the words of King George in the 
American musical Hamilton, “You’ll be back,” when in reality, 
the next generations would rather fight us than join us. So, my 
message to you, Evangelical Homiletics Society, is keep being 
evangelical and now more than ever, Be Evangelical and 
Evangelistic. For the next few moments, I want to share with you 
a challenge I see us having with the next generations, some 
reasons why the next generations struggle with God and the 
church, and then a few suggestions on what I think we can do.  
 
A MAJOR CHALLENGE WE FACE 

 
One of the biggest challenges I see, from where I sit today, is the 
next generations have more obstacles in their way of returning to 
God or listening to us, than ever before. I think we would all 
mostly agree that Millennials, like myself, and Gen Z-ers—those 
who were born in the early 2000s—have had it pretty easy. Even 
though we complain a lot about how difficult “adulting” is and 
how stressed we can be, we did not have to go through the Great 
Depression, World Wars, or Cold Wars. Of course, there have 
been struggles, but one could easily argue we have experienced 
the easiest of times in the history of humanity. Thanks to 
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technology and the internet, there have been more opportunities, 
more options, and more information widely available at our 
fingertips than ever before. And that is the problem. Because of 
an extreme advancement in technology, there is so much MORE 
than ever before. 

Now, do not get me wrong, I am not anti-technology. I 
mean without technology and the internet, this message and our 
2020 meeting would not be possible. But if we do not pause and 
try to understand what the next generations grew up with, in 
particular, the influence of technology and the internet on their 
lives, then the war for their souls is already lost.  

Edward Tufte, professor emeritus of computer science, 
political science, and statistics at Yale University, states, “There 
are only two industries that call their customers ‘users’: illegal 
drugs and software.”2 There is a good amount of truth to this 
statement. For instance, ask any young person, “Do you 
remember a day when you did not pick up your phone or go on 
the internet?” I imagine it would be difficult for them to recall 
such a date. This is because their phone is not just an extension 
of their life, as Marshal McLuhan3 would claim, but it is their life.  

The problem posed is all of the monumental moments, 
events, and experiences taking place in the world and in their 
lives exist within the framework of controlled and calculated 
algorithms. Their reality and truth are shaped and delivered 
every day through the use of artificial intelligence. We often 
think that AI is like the Arnold Schwarzenegger in the 
Terminator, yet AI persisted for decades and is persuading the 
next generation every moment of every day. So what does this all 
mean? The next generations are left trying to navigate through 
culture-shaping events and personal experiences, circulated and 
edited in 1-to-1 and 1-to-many platforms dominated by people 
who do not follow Jesus and are enemies to the gospel. This is 
the uphill challenge we face. Therefore, it is no wonder that the 
next generations struggle with God and the church. Here are 
some of their main struggles. 
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THE NEXT GENERATIONS’ STRUGGLE WITH GOD 
 

For starters, the next generations have been given inadequate 
answers to the problem of pain and injustices in the world. 
Tragedies and injustices existed in every generation, but with the 
increase of technology and social media, these events can be 
viewed over and over again, causing significant implications. 
One of the implications is the question, “Where was God?” and,  
“How could He allow this to happen?” To be honest, I do not 
think our current answers are sufficient enough. So when the 
next generations look to the internet for answers, there is an 
apparent silence from God in the midst of a culture and media 
that repeatedly reject Him. This is just one of the many reasons 
younger generations struggle with God but the reality is that they 
struggle more with the church than they do with God. 
 
THE NEXT GENERATIONS’ STRUGGLES WITH THE 
CHURCH 
 
First, some churches try too hard to conform to the world. The 
leaders allow their church to feel more like a business than the 
body. While Millennials and Gen Z-ers may not be able to tell the 
difference between was it true and false online, they are excellent 
at sniffing out people who are inauthentic and fake. So, when a 
church tries to mask itself in worldly ideas and gimmicks, it 
simply comes across as counterfeit.  

Second, the next generations struggle with the church 
because of the perception, and perhaps reality, that the church is 
more concerned more with politics than people. Do not get me 
wrong, I think we should be involved in politics, but we often 
think that politics is the solution. While politics play a crucial role 
in any society, many in the next generation see the church as one-
sided. They feel that the church simply uses Jesus and the Bible 
to justify their actions and their political party’s platform.  

Finally, many in the next generations struggle with church 
because they feel no one is listening to them or cares what they 
think, and even if the church is attempting to listen, the next 
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generations feel like not much is expected from them anyway. 
Instead, as David John Seel, Jr. says in his book, The New 
Copernicans, the church needs to do less looking at Millennials as 
causes of culture but rather carriers of culture. Furthermore, they 
have a vital role to play in shaping the church and Christianity in 
the years to come.4 Even though many in the next generation 
would rather be known for making a difference than actually 
making a difference, there are some who genuinely care about 
the future of the church and Christianity. Often times, the next 
great ideas come from the next generation.  
 
OKAY, NOW WHAT? 

 
Now for the remainder of our time together, I want to give you 
just a few ways I think we can move forward and help the 
boomerang of Millennials and Gen Z-ers to start curving back 
towards God and His church. Many of you already know this 
and are already doing these things. I applaud you and hope to 
learn from you on how I can do it better. So thank you! But if you 
are not making an effort to reach the next generation, I ask you 
to start considering doing so. Here are just a few of my thoughts 
on how we can be both Evangelical and Evangelistic. 
 For starters, we need to make our messages and our lives 
more evangelistic. I think we need to stop trying to get the next 
generations to come to church, and instead, more directly, start 
getting them to come to Jesus. Our messages and actions have to 
be more evangelistic. I am not saying every sermon needs to be 
entirely evangelistic, but I am convinced that both believers and 
non-believers need to be presented with the gospel clearly, 
concisely, and regularly. As I teach preaching, I am going to 
implore my students to give a concise gospel presentation and 
make their sermons more evangelistic, with a clear invitation to 
come to Christ. I am not simply talking about pointing to Christ 
or the gospel in every sermon, I am talking about teaching them 
how to give a clear call to Christ in every sermon or every 
worship service.  
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In addition to making our messages more evangelistic, we 
need to start making our lives more evangelistic. What I mean is 
we need to visit Millennials and Gen Z-ers at their work, instead 
of waiting for them to visit us at our work. Jesus convinced Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John to become fishers of men after a 
miraculous catch on the Sea of Galilee (Mt. 4:18-22; Mk. 1:16-20; 
Lk 5:1-11). He knew where the fish, and the fishermen, were that 
morning and He went to them. We need to start visiting young 
people, both our students and non-students, at their work and 
stop waiting for them to visit us at our work. We are the 
missionaries after all.  
 Instead of going after Millennials and Gen Z-ers, we need 
to learn how to walk alongside them. It is interesting, Millennials 
will listen to you, but first, they want you to listen to them. I 
know, it sounds backward, but the next generations want to 
know that someone cares about them. Growing up in two houses 
because of their parents’ divorce, going to multiple schools, and 
having thousands of surface-level “friends” on social media has 
made them crave attention more than ever before. All they want 
is for someone to care about them. These are the generations with 
the highest ever percentage of fatherless homes after all! We have 
to stop wanting to impress them but instead make an impression 
on them, by walking alongside them and caring for them. 
Listening to them and then sharing our life stories with them. It 
is very rare that you find a Millennial or Gen Z student, neighbor, 
or friend, who will turn you down if you offer to buy them lunch 
or coffee or have a standing meeting with them. After all, they 
love their overpriced beverages from Starbucks.  
 The next generations have grown up with a difficult time 
trusting people and committing to things. For many, their family 
dynamics influenced them deeply and their friendship pools 
changed frequently. As I mentioned before, they have been given 
more options than any other generation. More choices to buy 
clothes, where one goes to school, what shows to watch and 
when to watch them. Committing to someone, like God, or 
something, like His church, is a huge challenge. However, 
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because of the lack of long-lasting friendships and stability, 
Millennials and Gen Z-ers crave community.  

When they say community, what they are really meaning 
is they want strong, trusting relationships. We can show them 
that community takes commitment. We can show them how to be 
adults, who are committed to our family and genuinely 
committed to God and His church. We can show them that 
commitment takes sacrifice. It takes sacrificing one’s desires so 
someone else can feel loved. We need to do better at walking 
alongside the next generation by inviting them over to our homes 
and inviting them into our lives. Maybe it means giving them a 
seat at your table to eat or even a space in your home to live. It 
might be inviting them on a vacation with you and your family. 
We have to find ways to show them that community takes 
commitment.  

Finally, challenge them with reading the Scriptures or 
devotional apps, listening to podcasts, or watching sermons. 
God’s Word is powerful! It is sharper than a double-edged sword 
(Heb. 4:12). After you have built a strong relationship with them, 
recommend a place for them to be exposed to God’s Word. Be 
patient and be praying. Have an active, fervent prayer team. In 
fact, this is where we need to start. We need to start by praying 
for the next generations. We need to pray as Elijah prayed on top 
of Mt. Carmel, that in the midst of false idols, they will know him 
and that He will turn their hearts back again (1 Kings 18:37). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Here is why this is so important, because too much is at stake if 
we don’t. Too much hangs in the balance. The next generation is 
not the problem of Christianity and church, the next generation 
is the solution. If there was one group of people who knew this 
the best, it was the early church. They knew that the message of 
Jesus and His resurrection rested on their shoulders. That is why 
they prayed in Acts 4 for boldness. So they could tell the next 
generations about everything they had witnessed. As a result of 
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their boldness, they changed their communities, their cities, and 
eventually the entire Roman Empire.  

Today, we have that responsibility. We have the honor 
and privilege of taking that same message of Christ and His 
resurrection to the next generations. So Evangelical Homiletics 
Society, be Evangelical and Evangelistic!  
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