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We do not need a lot of explanation to see that we're living in 
unprecedented times, not only in this world, but here in Queens, 
New York.  We're living in a pandemic, and here in Queens we 
are living in the epicenter of the global outbreak (April 2020). 

So, today I want us to look at what is the faithful posture 
a Christians should take within a pandemic. There's a lot of 
conversations about practical ways to respond, and rightfully so, 
but I want to get past the practicals and more to the heart of what 
our posture should be. 

I want to preface my answer to the question, “What 
should a Christian’s posture be during a pandemic,” with two 
things. First, the answer I'm going to give is not the only answer 
to this question, but it is the textual answer that we're going to 
talk about.   

Second, this answer does not apply only within a 
pandemic. I think we can learn from this truth no matter the 
situation, but this answer is especially important right now.   

Now turning to the text, let’s read Proverbs 3:27-28, “Do 
not withhold good from those whom it is due, when it is in your 
power to do it.  Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come again, 
tomorrow I will give it’—when you have it with you.” 

What should the posture of a Christian be amidst a 
pandemic? Two answers arise from this text.  
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OUR POSTURE SHOULD BE ONE OF GENEROISTY, NOT 
ACCUMULATION (Verse 27) 
 
On the surface, we may think the proverb is saying, “Hey, if you 
are an employer, or if someone's done a service for you and 
they've earned the payment, then pay them.” But I really believe 
the emphasis of the text is not as much on giving somebody 
something they have earned, but on recognizing that you have 
been given something as a blessing to give to someone else. It’s 
about being generous with what has been given to you.   

Psalm 67:1-2 comes to mind, “May God be gracious to us 
and bless us and make his facet to shine upon us, that your way 
may be known on earth, your saving power among all nations.” 
This passage is prayer asking for God’s blessing so that, in return, 
they can be a blessing to others.   

Last year I was in San Francisco visiting some churches. 
One of the unique things I saw, which I thought was really cool, 
was at the end of their worship gathering their leaders came and 
gave a hundred-dollar bill to every member of the congregation. 
They said, “Your responsibility this week is to go and give this 
$100 away to be a blessing to someone else.” The congregants 
understood that the money had been entrusted to them to give it 
away in an act of generosity.   

The language, “of whom it is due,” in verse 27 is implying 
that what has been entrusted to you is not yours, but it is theirs. 
It has been given to you for the sake of giving to them. Just like 
with the church in San Francisco, might we see from this text a 
healthy posture of generosity, especially now in a pandemic.   

When you go to the stores, and when you look around, 
you see people saying, “I need, need, need.” So, what they do is 
accumulate for themselves. They accumulate all of the soap, all 
the food, all the hand sanitizer, and, apparently, all the toilet 
paper. They accumulate all these things. However, I think this 
text challenges us to recognize God has entrusted us with 
resources to be generous to others by giving away.   

So, “What should a Christian’s response be within a 
pandemic?” First, it should be one of generosity, not 
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accumulation. Might we respond differently than the world 
around us? Instead of hoarding for ourselves, might we 
recognize that everything has been entrusted to us. It is not ours. 
It is due to someone whom we can give it to. The text teaches us 
that we are to have a posture of generosity that gives away. 
 
OUR POSTURE SHOULD BE ONE OF EXPEDIENCY, NOT 
DELAY (Verse 28) 
 
28 says, “Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, and come again, 
tomorrow I will give it’— when you have it with you.”   

I grew up with a truck. One of the effects of growing up 
with a truck is people would call asking me to help them move. 
They would say, “Hey, I’m moving on Saturday. Can you help 
me?” They know I have a truck. They don’t have a truck. So, they 
are asking for my help. I’ll be honest. I did not want to spend 
most of my Saturdays helping people move. So, I learned to say, 
“I’ll have to check.  I call you back later and let you know.” I knew 
I was available, but by delaying, I could often find an excuse not 
to help them move.   

I give that illustration because, I think, at the heart of this 
verse we see selfishness. Why do we delay being generous to 
someone? Sometimes it may be an inconvenience. Moving on 
Saturdays was an inconvenience, so I delayed in giving them a 
response and I delayed in helping. Someone may be asking you 
for something, but in that moment, the timing is bad. 

Another reason why we may delay in being generous, 
especially now in the middle of a pandemic, is we are afraid. We 
are afraid of giving them something today that we may need 
tomorrow. If I give you this hand sanitizer today, I may need it 
tomorrow. If I give you my extra mask today, I may not have one 
for tomorrow. Therefore, we delay being generous and don’t give 
them something they need, even if we have extras.  

I’m not saying we shouldn’t be wise, but I want to 
challenge that heart of fear. I want to challenge us to be a church 
that leans towards expediency in our generosity, not delay. Let 
us not delay our generosity out of fear. Let us trust the Lord to 
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provide for us tomorrow. Let us give generously to others today. 
Today is the day to help.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Due to the pandemic, we can immediately think of ways to apply 
this truth to physical needs, but I want us to see that this truth 
applies to spiritual needs as well. In John 4, Jesus has a 
conversation with his disciples. Prior to the conversation with his 
disciples, Jesus has the encounter with the woman at the well. 
The woman runs back into town and the disciples return to Jesus. 
The disciples just returned from buying food. They were on a 
mission to meet a physical need. They offered the food to Jesus, 
but Jesus said he had food they did not know about. They were 
confused wondering where his food came from.   

While that conversation was going, a crowd was coming 
to see Jesus. As they were coming towards him, Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’?  Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see 
that the fields are white for harvest” (John 4:35). Jesus was kindly 
rebuking his disciples for ignoring the spiritual needs of people 
in the town they were just amongst while buying food. They 
were so focused on the physical needs that they missed the 
spiritual needs. The messiah was right outside of town, but they 
told no one about him. They just bought their food and then left 
town. The women, on the other hand, ignored her physical need 
of water to tell everyone about the messiah outside of town.   

In John 4, Jesus was trying to realign the disciples’ posture 
to pay attention to the spiritual needs, as well as the physical 
needs. They weren’t wrong for going into to town to buy food. 
That wasn’t the problem. The problem was they missed the 
spiritual needs of the town.   

Our world needs a physical saving, absolutely. We clearly 
get that due to the pandemic. But let’s not miss the great spiritual 
need around us during this difficult season.   
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Christian, what is your posture during this pandemic? It 
is to live generously, today, to meet physical and spiritual needs. 
Today, live generously!     
 
Prayer: Lord, we are grateful you have caused us to serve you 
today. Lord willing, if you give us tomorrow, we will faithfully 
serve you tomorrow. Amen.   
 



A Creative Spark 
for Busy Pastors

.comtoday

• Find fresh ideas fast, new sermon 
illustrations added every week

• Feel confident you found the right 
story to bring your message to life

• Save time and move on to other 
things

Get Started Today
Try 1 Month for Only $4


