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Homileticians have made helpful advances in analyzing culture 
and racial issues and finding ways to address such concerns in 
approaches to preaching—of course, we are only beginning this 
venture and have more work to do. The Evangelical Homiletics 
Society has study groups focused on these very issues. So, it was 
not surprising that the October 2020 Annual Scholars gathering 
took as its theme, “Preaching in an Age of Idols”—with 
contemporary culture as a demonstrative theme. 
 In this issue of the Journal, Darrell Bock, the plenary 
presenter of the 2020 conference, provides an insightful overview 
of a biblical approach to cultural engagement. His article, 
“Intelligent Cultural Engagement and the Bible: A Second 
Effective Way to Teach Scripture,” is a framework for such 
engagement.  
 Next, Chris Rappazini’s Presidential Address is featured 
with a call for all preachers to be both evangelical and 
evangelistic—to the current culture and to the next generation. 
Rappazini served as president of the society for the 2019-2020 
year. 
 The Keith Willhite Award, named after society co-
founder, Dr. Keith Willhite (1958-2003), is given to the author of 
the paper that is recognized as having the most impact among 
papers presented at the conference. The 2020 recipient is Paul A. 
Hoffman. Hoffman’s paper is titled, “Preaching that Heals Our 
Divides: A Model for Addressing Ethnocentrism and 
Reconciliation from the Pulpit.” With insight, Hoffman provides 
a helpful model for preachers to consider as they engage the 
culture with the gospel keeping in view the impact of prejudice 
and the call for reconciliation. 
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 The fourth article shifts to a focus on the theology of 
preaching. Nathan Wright explores the nature of speech—in 
preaching—and the theological role of the preacher, as a 
viceregent of God. His insights will stimulate readers’ thinking 
about the place of the preacher and the role of his or her speech 
in preaching. 
 Douglas Sean O’Donnell provides in the following article 
an engaging exploration of the book of Ecclesiastes. O’Donnell 
offers readers suggestions for preaching this different and 
sometimes considered difficult book. Preachers will glean much 
from taking into consideration the various aspects of this article. 
 In the sixth article Abraham Kuruvilla provides an 
extended review of The Lost World of the Torah by John H. Walton 
and J. Harvey Walton. Kuruvilla’s assessment of this volume is 
full-bodied and rich. He writes, “Scripture is not to us—it is not 
“obeyable”; but it is for us—it is “applicable,” that we may create 
microcosms of divine rule amongst us, that will one day become 
the macrocosm of the Kingdom of God and of his Christ.” 
Readers will gain much from Kuruvilla’s appraisal of this 
volume in view of preaching. 
 The recipient of the Haddon W. Robinson Biblical 
Preaching Award for 2020, Jonathan S. Nason, presents his 
sermon titled, “A Christian’s Posture in a Pandemic” and brings 
to a close the articles in this edition of the journal. 
 Of course, an edition of the Journal would not be complete 
without the Book Review section edited by Gregory Hollifield. 
Newly released books from various publishers that touch on the 
field of preaching comprise the book review segment. Readers 
will appreciate the careful reading of each book and the 
assessment provided by the reviewer. The books in the review 
section help professors, librarians and preachers in the building 
of a strong homiletics library. 
 We are immersed in our culture and are called to preach 
to it thoughtfully and skillfully. The Evangelical Homiletics 
Society is committed to move professors and preachers forward 
in the task of reaching today’s culture for Christ, which may 
mean confronting the idols of the age. 
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