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In light of these challenging days of pandemic and prejudice, the 
Editorial Board urged that the September 2020 edition of The 
Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society focus on the theme of 
preaching on race, racism, prejudice, ethnocentrism, xenophobia, 
etc. Together we agreed that a themed on this topic issue was 
indeed necessary. 

The society is well equipped to address this topic as 
demonstrated in the articles in this edition. Preachers are to 
preach the good news—the gospel—the life, death, burial, 
resurrection, ascension, and promised return of Jesus Christ. This 
gospel is to extend into every aspect of life. It is an urgent 
message for congregations, classrooms, our country—our world. 
Without the gospel, all effort for change is limp. 

Our preaching, therefore, is to be empowered by gospel 
urgency. We want gospel urgency to inform advocacy. We want 
gospel urgency to shape ministry with refugees. We want gospel 
urgency to influence academic pursuits. We want gospel urgency 
to infiltrate justice. We want gospel urgency to characterize our 
lives. We want gospel urgency to be reflected in our preaching 
and our teaching—in the seminary classroom and church. 
 This edition begins with a sermon by Gregory K. 
Hollifield, who asks if Christians are awake to the gospel as it 
energizes social justice. Hollifield begins by his own awakening 
to God’s call for social justice in the prayer of John Stott, the 
legendary—and instructive—evangelical voice of a past 
generation. Hollifield explores Mark 12:41-14:9 to discover what 
it means for God’s people to be an awakened people. 
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 The sermon is followed by an essay by Matthew D. Kim 
on “the hidden and overt prejudice that has been exacerbated as 
a byproduct of the COVID-19 crisis resulting in myriad forms of 
racism, ethnocentrism, xenophobia, bigotry, hate crimes, 
murder, racial injustice, and more—in society and even in the 
church.” Kim’s straightforward piece will challenge and sensitize 
readers to address the matter of racism head on. After defining 
terms, he offers “seven ways that preachers, pastors, and church 
leaders can respond to prejudice, xenophobia, racial injustice, 
and racism in our proclamation.” These seven elements are 
instructive for any preacher and teacher of preaching—and for 
one’s listeners, too. 
 Next, Jesse L. Nelson provides a practical theology of 
preaching on racism. Here, Nelson addresses the “why and how 
we should preach on racism.” In addition, Nelson outlines a 
sermon series on which he preached about this very topic, 
providing readers with fodder for future sermons on racism 
while modeling an approach to the topic. The writer urges that 
all preachers—no matter what race—have the responsibility to 
preach on racism and to let congregations know that the Bible 
speaks against racism. 
 Jared E. Alcántara explores the impact of racism on 
seminarians of color and makes important considerations for the 
classroom. Alcántara carefully examines what he terms as 
“flashpoints” of racialization (invisibility, caricature, and 
taxation) that ethnic minorities experience. The article discusses 
a helpful way forward for teachers of preachers as they engage 
their students in the classroom.  
 In his investigation of Ephesians 2:11-22, Abraham 
Kuruvilla details “the significance of this glorious plan for the 
constitution of the church.” This passage sermon-study provides 
an encouraging word in times like these. As Kuruvilla notes, 
“Right now, everything is broken, undone, chaotic. But one day, 
in God’s grand design, everything is going to be integrated, 
harmonized, and aligned to Christ, the unifying end of the 
cosmos. The entire universe, both its heavenly and its earthly 
dimensions—from black holes to badgers, from nebulas to 
nightingales, from trans-galactic forces to intermolecular forces, 
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from planets to potatoes—everything is being administered. 
arranged, harmonized, consummated in Christ. This is the grand 
design of God, the zenith of creation. What a day that will be!”  
 Next, Stephen Tu considers the term, ANA (Asian North 
American), and explores an alternative understanding to the 
definition, noting that ANA encompasses a much larger group of 
people who face the challenges of racism and racialization, than 
perhaps previously considered. He suggests that preachers 
would be better served by avoiding generalizations by being 
solid cultural exegetes. 
 Heather Joy Zimmerman, a Ph.D. student at Wheaton 
College (team leader and researcher for Docent Research Group) 
and member of the Board of the Evangelical Homiletics Society, 
examines “how a biblical hamartiology involves viewing sin as a 
ruling power and as both individual and societal acts of rebellion 
against God.” She urges that preaching can demonstrate an 
awareness of sin (“a holistic view of sin”) thus allowing the 
church to engage in conversation about race. Her insights will 
help readers to address the varied elements of this important 
topic. 
 Lastly, the final sermon is from Benjamin C. Crelin, the 
2019 Haddon W. Robinson Biblical Preaching Award recipient. 
Crelin develops the sermon based on Matthew 20:1-16, “Workers 
in the Vineyard: The Meritocracy of God.” Crelin most recently 
completed a master’s degree at the University of Edinburgh. 
 Preaching on race, racism, prejudice, ethnocentrism, 
xenophobia and other aspects of racialization are at the front of 
our thinking at present. The challenge for us as preachers and 
teachers of preaching—especially those of my majority culture 
colleagues—is that although the issue of race may wane from our 
field of vision, it is constantly in view for our brothers and sisters 
of color. 
 Can we not thoughtfully, prayerfully, even courageously, 
with the urgency of the gospel, explore together ways that we 
can make our preaching and even the teaching of preaching a 
hospitable practice of grace for all ethnicities, now and in the 
future as we pass from this pandemic to what is yet to come? 
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