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The 2019 Evangelical Homiletics Society annual meeting took 
place at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 17-19 in 
Wake Forest, North Carolina. The theme of the meeting was “The 
Pastor as Theologian.” The two plenary addresses provided by 
Charlie Dates and Bryan Chapell are included in this edition. 
Their insights for preachers and for this society are important for 
readers’ consideration. 

The Keith Willhite Award, established in 2003 in memory 
of Dr. Keith Willhite, co-founder of the Evangelical Homiletics 
Society, recognizes the outstanding paper presented at the 
annual gathering. This past October, Russell St. John’s paper, 
“Big Ideas and Bad Ideas,” was awarded the Keith Willhite 
Award, as voted by those in attendance at the meeting. St. John’s 
analysis and critique of Abraham Kuruvilla’s proposal to kill Big 
Idea preaching, as suggested in a paper presented to the 
Evangelical Theological Society, “Time to Kill the Big Idea? A 
Fresh Look at Preaching” is thoughtful and stimulating. 

At the closing luncheon of the 2019 Annual Meeting, 
Winfred O. Neely gave an address on “The Wife of Uriah the 
Hittite: Political Seductress, Willing Participant, Naïve Woman, 
or #BatheshebaToo? The Preacher as Sensitive Theologian.” 
Neely’s presentation urged preachers to careful, thoughtful and 
thorough exegesis which is included in this edition. 
 Next, the article by Ian Hussey speaks to the role of 
preaching in discipleship, noting that the whole life of the church 
is at stake. Hussey suggests that preachers can address the 
frontlines of discipleship by engaging a whole life hermeneutic, 
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a whole life perspective and a whole life of application. Readers 
will be encouraged by Hussey’s observations, insights and 
suggestions. 
 At the conclusion of each president’s term the society joins 
in worship to hear the president preach. Michael Duduit served 
faithfully as president of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 
(2018-2019). Duduit’s presidential sermon, “Why We Preach 
Christ” is a solid reminder of why we do what we do—
communicate Christ in our preaching with fidelity. 

This March 2020 edition marks the final editorial 
contribution of the Book Editor, Abraham Kuruvilla, who has 
faithfully served as Book Editor for The Journal of the Evangelical 
Homiletics Society for the last ten years. Abe’s skillful and 
insightful fingerprints are all over some twenty editions of the 
journal. He was served the society and scholarship with care in 
this important role. Thank you, Abe, for your most excellent 
work. We are all grateful for your years of service. 

The idea of preacher as a theologian is not new. Gregory 
the Great, John Chrysostom, Jonathan Edwards, John Owen, 
Richard Baxter, among many others, excelled in the melding of 
the roles of a preaching/pastoring theologian. Although not 
new, the practice has waned. Now is the time for men and 
women who serve as preachers/pastors in the twenty-first 
century to settle into the role of preacher as theologian with 
confidence. The past has mandated it and the present—and the 
future—desperately need preachers/pastors who engage with 
scripture and theology, who understand how to apply it 
practically in the present.  
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