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ABSTRACT 
 
This article explores the development of textbook surveys 
beginning with Lloyd M. Perry’s doctor of philosophy 
dissertation in 1961 and culminating in the results of the “Legacy 
Preaching Textbook Survey” conducted by the Evangelical 
Homiletics Society in 2018.   
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Surveys of the use of preaching textbooks in Bible Colleges, 
divinity schools and seminaries have been conducted over 
several decades with a measure of regularity. Some of the studies 
which will be explored below focused on a particular 
constituency while others took a broad survey of the landscape. 
This paper will explore the development of textbook surveys 
leading to the results of the 2018 Evangelical Homiletics Legacy 
Textbook Survey. 
 
LLOYD M. PERRY TEXTBOOK STUDY 
 
One of the most comprehensive studies to date of homiletical 
textbooks is Lloyd M. Perry’s 1961 doctor of philosophy thesis.1 
The dissertation title notes a focus on trade and textbooks 
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between the years of 1834 to 1954, Perry’s study engages a total 
of sixty-eight textbooks that reach back to the early nineteenth 
century.2 The focus of the dissertation is an analysis of the 
subjects and themes addressed in the books, noting similarities 
and differences. Perry notes, “The task to which the author of this 
thesis set himself was to discover trends and emphases in the 
philosophy, materials, and methodology in this field, and to 
report and describe these, interpreting his findings only to the 
extent of noting tendencies and trends.”3  

Perry does not provide a ranking of the most frequently 
used books. Instead, he engages the homiletical emphases of the 
books as they relate to the teaching of preaching.  
 
LITFIN’S SURVEY 
 
A brief study on preaching textbooks was conducted by A. 
Duane Litfin in 1973, published in Christianity Today.4 He 
surveyed 177 North American seminaries of the American 
Association of Theological Schools, asking “which available texts 
in homiletics they would currently recommend and which they 
were actually using in their courses.”5 With a sixty-three percent 
response rate, five textbooks rose to the top of the list. The 
textbooks are as follows: 
 

1. H. Grady Davis, Design for Preaching (Fortress 1958) 
2. John A. Broadus and Jesse B. Witherspoon, On the 

Preparation and Delivery of Sermons (Harper & Row, 
1944) 

3. Ilion T. Jones, Principles and Practice of Preaching 
(Abingdon, 1956) 

4. Reuel Howe, Partners in Preaching (Seabury, 1967) 
5. Herbert H. Farmer, The Servant of the Word (Scribner, 

1943) 
 

Litfin cited Davis’ Design for Preaching as “the most 
significant work in homiletics today,” and credited Davis for his 
emphasis on “the sermon as an embodiment of an idea….”6 
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As for Broadus and Witherspoon and Jones, Litfin notes 
“both espouse a more traditional approach than Davis.”7 
Regarding Howe, Litfin reflects, “While Howe may leave 
evangelicals with a few unanswered questions, this book is 
nevertheless an important one.”8 Litfin assesses that the final 
book, Farmer’s The Servant of the Word, “has become something 
of a classic.”9 

Following Litfin’s survey are those conducted by Donald 
F. Chatfield, to which we will turn next. Chatfield’s 1973 survey 
results, contemporaneous with Litfin’s are not extant. Yet, 
Litfin’s survey reflects variations in textbook adoption which 
existed in the field at that time. 
 
CHATFIELD’S TWO SURVEYS 
 
Early surveys were conducted by Donald F. Chatfield of the 
Academy of Homiletics.10 Chatfield conducted two surveys, ten 
years apart from each other, approximately 1973 and 1983. 
However, the results of only the second survey were published 
in spring of 1984 in Homiletic, the journal of the Academy of 
Homiletics. In this article on the second survey, Chatfield briefly 
mentions that there had been a first survey conducted “ten years 
ago.”11 The data details of the first survey were not known to have 
been published previously, nor are they revealed in Chatfield’s 
article, but he suggests that the majority of respondents in the 
first survey cited H. Grady Davis’ Design for Preaching as “their 
textbook of choice.”12 

In 1983, Chatfield sent a second survey among the 
Academy of Homiletics members, numbering 131. Of the 46 
respondents, 115 books comprised the list. Chatfield notes, “The 
highest number of mentions for any one book was only 7.”13 The 
top vote-getters were: 
 

1. Clayde E. Fant, Preaching for Today (New York: Harper 
& Row, 1977). 

2. Haddon W. Robinson, Biblical Preaching (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 1980). 
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3. John R. W. Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of 
Preaching in the Twentieth Century (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1982). 

4. George E. Sweazey, Preaching the Good News (New 
York: Prentice-Hall, 1976).14 

 
Chatfield notes, “No book or books emerge as clear 

favorites among us,”15 with each book receiving 17.5% of the 
votes.16 Chatfield makes two observations. First, he states, “On 
the face of it, it looks as if the reason is that there is no one book 
that a lot of us can agree really does what needs to be done for 
students in our classes.”17 Second, and perhaps most insightfully, 
he reflects, “Of course, part of the lack of unanimity on textbooks 
also stems from the differences among us. The most important 
differences are of two kinds: theological/denominational 
differences and differences in the way we understand and 
practice the teaching of preaching.”18 

A few observations might be helpful at this point 
concerning Chatfield’s discussion of the second survey. First, as 
Chatfield intimates, at the time of both surveys the Academy of 
Homiletics was comprised of professors of preaching from both 
Evangelical and Mainline seminaries. Since the founding of the 
Evangelical Homiletics Society in 1997, the Evangelical presence 
in the Academy of Homiletics is less than what it was in 1983. 
From the results of this survey, it may be fair to say that the 
Evangelical presence is felt strongly in the selection of preaching 
textbooks. Second, all of the books that received the highest 
number of mentions, tend toward exegetical, biblical preaching, 
a feature of the Evangelical sector of the membership of the 
Academy of Homiletics: Fant, Robinson, Stott and even Sweazy. 
Chatfield confirms, “Robinson, Stott, and Sweazy especially 
seem to be fitting the bill for the preaching departments in some 
conservative seminaries.”19 Third, although Chatfield notes, “No 
book or books emerge as clear favorites among us,”20 and, “A 
third reason that a consensus on textbooks is so low may be that 
there is as yet no book extant (or at least well known) which fills 
the pedagogical needs we can agree on.”21 One wonders if indeed 
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this was the case for the Academy in general, or, if Chatfield is 
referring specifically to the Mainline section of its membership. 
Chatfield reflects, “I suggest that teachers of preaching at more 
‘conservative’ seminaries are closer to a consensus on homiletical 
textbooks than the teachers at other seminaries.”22 He notes, 
“Teachers of preaching at seminaries of other persuasions are 
still searching.”23 
 
HUGHES’ STUDY OF TEXTBOOKS 
 
R. Kent Hughes’ 1983 doctor of ministry thesis project is another 
contribution to the field of homiletics, building on the work of 
Lloyd M. Perry.24 Hughes conducted a survey of the 137 members 
of the American Association of Theological Schools, resulting in 
a total of thirty-five textbooks. The results of the survey are 
similar to that of Litfin’s and Chatfield’s: Design for Preaching 
(Davis) far out-numbered the top fifteen (76 votes), while A 
Treatise on the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons (Broadus) 
numbered in second place (38 votes). The top ten listing is as 
follows: 
 
Rank  Book/Author             Total Votes 
 
1. H. Grady Davis, Design for Preaching (Fortress 1958)  76 
2. John A. Broadus, A Treatise on the Preparation and Delivery  
            of Sermons (Armstrong 1898, Harper/Collins 1979) 38 
3. Andrew W. Blackwood, The Preparation of Sermons   

(Abingdon 1948)       37 
4. Ilion T. Jones, Principles and Practice of Preaching       
            (Abingdon, 1956)       35 
5. Donald G. Miller, The Way to Biblical Preaching (Abingdon  
            1957)         31 
6. Merrill R. Abbey, Preaching to the Contemporary Mind  
            (Abingdon 1963)       30 
7. Haddon W. Robinson, Biblical Preaching (Baker 1980)  27 
8. William E. Sangster, The Approach to Preaching  
            (Westminster 1952)       26 
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9. John R. W. Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of   
Preaching in the Twentieth Century (Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1982)       25 

10. Daniel J. Baumann, An Introduction to Contemporary    
            Preaching (Baker 1972)      21 

 
Hughes provides helpful analysis and critique of the 

responses provided by the professors surveyed. Some of the 
weaknesses in textbooks cited by professors include “instruction 
in relating exegesis to sermon preparation”25 to “instruction in 
creating an introduction and conclusion,” a total of twenty-one 
suggested weaknesses.26 Additionally, Hughes gives attention to 
engaging the twenty-one weaknesses, providing helpful 
observations of the listing, including analysis of the overall list of 
textbooks.27 

The conclusions Hughes reaches provides suggestions for 
authors of future homiletics textbooks. Hughes writes, “if one is 
contemplating writing a standard homiletical textbook, careful 
consideration should be given to its comprehensiveness and 
balance.”28 
 
MCKENZIE’S RETROSPECT 
 
Similarly, Alyce M. McKenzie’s 2001 article, “Homiletical 
Grammars: Retrospect and Prospects,” surveys the leading 
preaching textbooks of the 1980s and 1990s.29 It is important to 
note that McKenzie ignores the contribution of evangelical 
homileticians.30 Haddon Robinson, John R.W. Stott, Bryan 
Chapell, among others are not mentioned in her assessment. 
Instead, the focus is on mainline contributions to the field. Her 
treatment of the textbooks is uneven, lightly criticizing Fred B. 
Craddock’s Preaching for his treatment of the hermeneutical 
process of preaching, but hailing David Buttrick’s Moves and 
Structures as “weighty.”31 No critical assessment is given about 
the theological assumptions of either Craddock or Buttrick—in 
fact, theological assessment is not given for any of the volumes 
discussed. 
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However, McKenzie raises an interesting question 
concerning the “pitfalls” of introductory homiletics textbooks. 
Her assessment is worth considering. McKenzie’s observations 
are as follows: 
 

1. Inadequate theological context for recommendations 
about the craft of preaching. 

2. Inadequate theological attention to the person of the 
preacher. 

3. Inadequate attention to the preparation of sermons as 
the spiritual discipline of the pastor. 

4. Sweeping modernist assumptions about universal 
human listening patterns or needs. 

5. Failure to take multicultural contexts into account. 
6. Exclusively hierarchical understanding of authority. 
7. Reduction of metaphor and poetic language to the 

level of illustrative material. 
8. Nonexistent ecclesiology. 
9. Unwieldy presentation of steps in biblical exegesis 

process. 
10. Reduction of worship to one of several contexts of 

preaching. 
11. Equation of one’s own form of choice, however choice 

it may be, with the whole field.32 
 

McKenzie’s list of pitfalls raises important questions for 
evangelical teachers of preaching as these pitfalls touch on issues 
with which all professors of preaching want to wrestle as courses 
are shaped and textbooks are evaluated. 

“A new survey is needed among members of the 
Academy of Homiletics to determine what textbooks are being 
used most frequently,” notes McKenzie in 2001.33 In the 
intervening years since McKenzie’s article, a survey among 
mainline professors of preaching has not yet been forthcoming. 
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PREACHING MAGAZINE’S 2010 SURVEY 
 
Since its founding in 1985, Preaching Magazine has yearly 
surveyed the best books for preachers, featuring “The 10 Books 
Every Preacher Should Read this Year,” written by R. Albert 
Mohler, which includes the “Preaching Book of the Year” and the 
annual survey of the best preaching books. In addition, each 
edition of the magazine includes the “Bookshelf” column written 
by editor, Michael Duduit.34 
 
The survey results are as follows: 
 

1. Biblical Preaching by Haddon Robinson (Baker Books) 
2. Homiletics: Moves and Structures by David Buttrick 

(Fortress Press) 
3. Between Two Worlds by John R.W. Stott (Eerdmans) 
4. Preaching by Fred Craddock (Abingdon) 
5. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text by Sidney 

Greidanus (Eerdmans) 
6. Christ-Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell (Baker) 
7. The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon As Narrative Art Form by 

Eugene L. Lowrey (Westminster John Knox) 
8. The Supremacy of God in Preaching by John Piper (Baker) 
9. The Witness of Preaching by Thomas G. Long (Westminster 

John Knox) 
10. Rediscovering Expository Preaching by John MacArthur & 

Masters Seminary Faculty (Word) 
11. Handbook of Contemporary Preaching, edited by Michael 

Duduit (Broadman) 
12. Preaching & Preachers by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

(Zondervan) 
13. Communicating for a Change by Andy Stanley (Multnomah) 
14. The Preaching Life by Barbara Brown Taylor (Cowley 

Publications) 
15. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture by Graeme 

Goldsworthy (Eerdmans) 



13 
 

  

The Journal of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 

16. The Burdensome Joy of Preaching by James Earl Massey 
(Abingdon) 

17. The Company of Preachers by David L. Larsen (Kregel) 
18. 360-Degree Preaching by Michael Quicke (Baker) 
19. Preaching and Teaching with Imagination by Warren W. 

Wiersbe (Victor) 
20. Scripture Sculpture by Ramesh Richard (Baker Academic) 
21. The Art & Craft of Biblical Preaching, edited by Haddon 

Robinson and Craig Brian Larsen [sic.] (Zondervan) 
22. Preaching: The Art of Narrative Exposition by Calvin Miller 

(Baker) 
23. The Art of Preaching Old Testament Narrative by Steven 

Matthewson (Baker Academic) 
24. Doctrine that Dances by Robert Smith (B&H) 
25. Concise Encyclopedia of Preaching, edited by William H. 

Willimon and Richard Lischer (Westminster John Knox) 
 

The listing above reflects both mainline and evangelical 
homiletics books. Since Preaching Magazine has both mainline and 
evangelical readers, the books that comprise the list vary widely 
in their theological presuppositions, which is not surprising. 
However, one wonders, as per readership, what comprises the 
percentage of subscribers for mainline or evangelical readers. 
One would suspect that the readership tilts toward an 
evangelical constituency. 

Of the top twenty-five books listed, Haddon Robinson’s 
Biblical Preaching ranks number one. Duduit notes, “More than 
any other book of the past quarter century, Biblical Preaching has 
profoundly influenced a generation of evangelical preachers.”35 
Curiously, David Buttrick’s Homiletics: Moves and Structures, 
takes second place in this listing of twenty-five.36 Duduit 
recognizes the irony, writing, “The second Book of the Year 
recognized by Preaching also was one of the minority of such 
titles not written by an evangelical author.” He continues, 
“Nevertheless, Buttrick’s book, published in 1986, has influenced 
the thinking of mainline and evangelical preachers and teachers 
with its insights about the sermon as a series of ‘moves’ rather 



14 
 

 

September 2019 

than simply propositional points.”37 The other books by mainline 
authors recognized on the list are Fred Craddock’s Preaching, 
Eugene L. Lowrey’s The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon As Narrative 
Art Form, Thomas G. Long’s The Witness of Preaching, Barbara 
Brown Taylor’s The Preaching Life, and William H. Willimon and 
Richard Lischer’s edited volume, Concise Encyclopedia of 
Preaching. Out of the twenty-five titles, six are from mainline 
authors. 
 
BORST’S HOMILETICAL TEXTBOOK STUDY 
 
In 2015 Troy Borst chose nine traditions/denominations to 
sample across Protestant, Catholic and Orthodox seminaries to 
determine textbook choice through informal conversations and 
surveys.38 Twenty-seven seminaries or higher education 
institutions made up the base for inquiry. The survey revealed 
that ninety-six textbooks were used by the various institutions 
surveyed.39 

The top twenty books to frequent the survey, in alphabetical 
order per Borst’s listing are:  
 

1. Jeffrey D. Arthurs, Preaching with Variety (Kregel) 
2. John Behr, On the Apostolic Preaching (St. Vladimir’s 

Seminary Press) 
3. Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth: The Gospel as 

Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy Tale (Harper & Row) 
4. Bryan Chapell, Christ-Centered Preaching (Baker) 
5. Fred B. Craddock, As One Without Authority (Abingdon) 
6. Fred B. Craddock, Preaching (Abingdon) 
7. Sebastian Dabovich, Preaching in the Orthodox Church: 

Lectures and Sermons by a Priest of the Holy Orthodox Church 
(Orthodox Research Institute) 

8. Anna Florence Carter, Preaching as Testimony 
(Westminster John Knox) 

9. Sidney Greidanus, The Modern Preacher and the Ancient 
Text (Eerdmans) 
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10. Thomas G. Long, The Witness of Preaching (Westminster 
John Knox) 

11. Thomas G. Long, Preaching and the Literary Forms of the 
Bible (Fortress) 

12. Thomas G. Long and Cornelius Plantinga, A Chorus of 
Witnesses: Model Sermons for Today’s Preacher (Eerdmans) 

13. Eugene L. Lowry, The Homiletical Plot (Westminster John 
Knox) 

14. John Piper, The Supremacy of God in Preaching (Baker) 
15. Haddon W. Robinson, Biblical Preaching (Baker) 
16. Haddon W. Robinson and Craig Brian Larson, The Art and 

Craft of Biblical Preaching (Zondervan) 
17. John R. W. Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching 

in the Twentieth Century (Eerdmans) 
18. Barbara Brown Taylor, The Preaching Life (Cowley) 
19. Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix, Power in the Pulpit: How to 

Prepare and Deliver Expository Sermons (Moody) 
20. Paul Scott Wilson, The Four Pages of the Sermon: A Guide to 

Biblical Preaching (Abingdon)40 
 

The list provides a variety of textbooks from a variety of 
theological traditions. Unlike other surveys, Borst includes 
Catholic and Orthodox responses. The listing of books does not 
provide a ranking in terms of receiving the most votes. Instead, 
Borst’s criteria included “books had to have been used in more 
than two seminaries….”41 

While the survey is helpful, analysis of the results and of the 
books appears to be lacking. A critical assessment rather than a 
descriptive listing would have been more helpful in interpreting 
the data. 
 
KATO’S “THE BOOKS WE CHOOSE” 
 
Alex Kato’s 2017 study, “The Theology Behind the Books We 
Choose,” is an exploration of textbook use in both mainline and 
evangelical schools, with the intent to demonstrate textbook use 
in evangelical contexts. Drawing upon his study of homiletics 
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courses in 123 Association of Theological Schools (ATS), Kato set 
the goal of identifying the “key books in evangelical preaching 
courses, then examine their theological themes.”42 

Although Thomas Long’s, The Witness of Preaching, makes 
the top of the list for the ATS schools (30 schools, 6245 FTE), Kato 
notes “because of the average size of evangelical schools, 
Robinson’s Biblical Preaching is assigned to almost the same 
number of students”43 (18 schools, 6169 FTE). To put this 
observation into perspective, Kato states, “The most assigned 
book, Long’s Witness of Preaching, is still only assigned at 30 out 
of 123 schools (24%), and the 123 schools assign 318 different 
books.”44 

Long’s book is assigned in but a few evangelical schools 
(9 seminaries), but as discussed above and confirmed by Kato, 
“professors at mainline schools rarely assign the distinctively 
evangelical books….”45 

Kato indicates that the two most popular mainline 
textbooks assigned in preaching courses in evangelical 
seminaries are Thomas Long’s The Witness of Preaching and 
Barbara Brown Taylor’s The Preaching Life.46 Kato raises the 
question, do mainline texts belong in evangelical curricula?47 
“Perhaps some evangelicals assign these texts because they are 
the most popular preaching books, so that students can learn 
from or become aware of other perspectives,” says Kato, noting 
that “In the syllabi I found, no schools represented at EHS assign 
either of these books.”48 Yet, as one will note in the following 
Evangelical Homiletics Society survey of EHS members’ 
responses, Long’s The Witness of Preaching takes fourteenth 
place.49 There is an unexplained disparity between Kato’s results 
and that of the Evangelical Homiletics Society survey. 

Kato’s research provides a helpful background to the on-
going study of preaching textbooks in both mainline and 
evangelical seminary contexts. 
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RAPPAZINI’S “WHAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN” STUDY 
 
Chris Rappazini’s study provides a helpful historical overview 
of textbook use and adoption in American homiletics.50 His doctor 
of philosophy dissertation touches on the other surveys 
mentioned in this article: Chatfield’s two surveys, Hughes, Borst, 
and Kato. He applies helpful critique on Borst’s study noting 
unanswered questions. “For instance, what was the process used 
for choosing the schools at random, and from what pool were the 
schools drawn?” asks Rappazini.51 Borst’s study seems to have 
other inaccuracies associated with it.52 An even fuller critique of 
all sources would make Rappazini’s study more robust. 
 
THE EVANGELICAL HOMILETICS SOCIETY 2018 SURVEY 
 
A survey to determine the top twenty-five “legacy”—all time—
preaching textbooks was conducted by the editor of The Journal 
of the Evangelical Homiletics Society in 2018. The survey was sent 
to the 350 members of the Evangelical Homiletics Society. A total 
of 227 titles of homiletics textbooks found their way onto the list. 
The top twenty-five book titles that received the most votes made 
the list, which is discussed below. 

However, some observations concerning the results of the 
survey need to be mentioned. First, the determination of 
“twenty-five” is an arbitrary number. Such decisions may reflect 
more of a desire for a neatly-packaged reference, for the 
difference between textbook twenty-five and twenty-six is 
minimal. 

Second, since the difference between textbook twenty-five 
and twenty-six is a matter of one number, a careful assessment of 
the wider list results is necessary. 

The top twenty-five legacy books of all time for members of 
the Evangelical Homiletics Society (2018) are as follows, 
beginning with the book that received the most votes, followed 
in descending order by the remaining books: 
 

1. Biblical Preaching by Haddon Robinson (Baker) 
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2. Between Two Worlds by John R.W. Stott (Eerdmans) 
3. Christ-Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell (Baker) 
4. On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons by John A. 

Broadus (HarperOne) 
5. Preaching and Preachers by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

(Zondervan) 
6. As One Without Authority by Fred B. Craddock (Chalice) 
7. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text by Sidney 

Greidanus (Eerdmans) 
8. Homiletics: Moves and Structures by David Buttrick 

(Fortress Press) 
9. Design for Preaching by H. Grady Davis (Fortress) 
10. The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon As Narrative Art Form by 

Eugene L. Lowry (Westminster John Knox) 
11. The Supremacy of God in Preaching by John Piper (Baker) 
12. Lectures to My Students by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

(Hendrickson) 
13. On Christian Doctrine by Augustine (Pearson) 
14. The Witness of Preaching by Thomas Long 
15. Power in the Pulpit by Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix 

(Moody) 
16. The Art & Craft of Biblical Preaching, edited by Haddon 

Robinson and Craig Brian Larson (Zondervan) 
17. Preaching by Fred Craddock (Abingdon) 
18. Preaching by Tim Keller (Penguin) 
19. Lectures on Preaching by Philips Brooks (SPCK) 
20. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament by Sidney 

Greidanus (Eerdmans) 
21. Toward an Exegetical Theology by Walter C. Kaiser (Baker 

Academic) 
22. The Art of Prophesying by William Perkins (Banner of 

Truth) 
23. Heralds of God by James Stewart (Hodder & Stoughton) 
24. Invitation to Biblical Preaching by Donald Sunukjian 

(Kregel) 
25. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture by Graeme 

Goldsworthy (Eerdmans) 
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Of the 227 books nominated for the legacy list, Haddon 

Robinson’s Biblical Preaching ranks first with fifty votes, followed 
by John R.W. Stott’s Between Two Worlds with forty-two. 
However, only one vote separates Stott from Bryan Chapell’s 
Christ-Centered Preaching (forty-one) most likely demonstrating a 
growing appreciation for Chapell’s contribution to the field. 
Broadus’ classic, On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons 
yielded a total of 39 votes cast. Rounding out the top five, Lloyd-
Jones’ Preachers and Preaching garnered 29 votes. The votes cast 
for each of the top twenty-five is as follows: 
 
 Rank  Book/Author             Total Votes 
 

1. Biblical Preaching by Haddon Robinson (Baker)   50 
2. Between Two Worlds by John R.W. Stott (Eerdmans)  42 
3. Christ-Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell (Baker)  41 
4. On the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons by John A. 

Broadus (HarperOne)     39 
5. Preaching and Preachers by D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

(Zondervan)        29 
6. As One Without Authority by Fred B. Craddock  

(Chalice)        17 
7. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text by Sidney 

Greidanus (Eerdmans)      17 
8. Homiletics: Moves and Structures by David Buttrick 

(Fortress Press)       15 
9. Design for Preaching by H. Grady Davis (Fortress)  15 
10. The Homiletical Plot: The Sermon As Narrative Art  

Form by Eugene L. Lowry (Westminster John Knox)  15 
11. The Supremacy of God in Preaching by John Piper  

(Baker)        15 
12. Lectures to My Students by Charles Haddon Spurgeon 

(Hendrickson)       15 
13. On Christian Doctrine by Augustine (Pearson)   14 
14. The Witness of Preaching by Thomas Long   13 
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15. Power in the Pulpit by Jerry Vines and Jim Shaddix 
(Moody)        13 

16. The Art & Craft of Biblical Preaching, edited by Haddon 
Robinson and Craig Brian Larson (Zondervan)   12 

17. Preaching by Fred Craddock (Abingdon)   11 
18. Preaching by Tim Keller (Penguin)    9 
19. Lectures on Preaching by Philips Brooks (SPCK)   8 
20. Preaching Christ from the Old Testament by Sidney 

Greidanus (Eerdmans)      8 
21. Toward an Exegetical Theology by Walter C. Kaiser  

(Baker Academic)       8 
22. The Art of Prophesying by William Perkins  

(Banner of Truth)       8 
23. Heralds of God by James Stewart (Hodder & 

 Stoughton)        8 
24. Invitation to Biblical Preaching by Donald Sunukjian 

(Kregel)        8 
25. Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture by Graeme 

Goldsworthy (Eerdmans)      7 
 

Since the survey requested readers to provide nominations 
for “legacy” books, the list demonstrates an array of historical 
eras and theology. From the ancient world of preaching is 
Augustine’s On Christian Doctrine. William Perkins’ The Art of 
Prophesying represents the Puritan period. Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon’s Lectures to My Students and Lectures on Preaching by 
Philips Brooks are both nineteenth-century classics. The 
remaining twenty-one titles are from the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries, which comprises most of the list. 

Absent from the top twenty-five are timeless publications on 
preaching like A. Vinet’s Homiletics: The Theory of Preaching, P.T. 
Forsyth’s, Positive Preaching and the Modern Mind or Aristotles’s 
Rhetoric, Andrew Blackwood’s Expository Preaching for Today or 
Karl Barth’s Homiletics, some of these titles did not appear in the 
227 books listed. 

The legacy survey was taken among members of the 
Evangelical Homiletics Society and therefore understandably 
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reflects in its finding books by evangelical authors, with the 
exception of those by Craddock, Buttrick, Davis and Long. Yet, if 
the list is to reflect the legacy books of the entire field of 
homiletics, there appear to be noticeable absences in the survey. 

Another consideration of this legacy list is its Euro-
centric/North American-centric leanings. Not one of the books 
recorded is written by an ethnic minority, with the exception 
perhaps of Augustine. The lacunae underscore the work those in 
the field of homiletics have before them to read widely and 
recruit determinedly those who are not white, European, or 
North American. Women preachers can also be included in this 
omission. 

The 2018 Legacy Preaching Textbook Survey of the 
Evangelical Homiletics Society is a window into the thinking and 
teaching life of those who teach preaching in the society at this 
present time. There are strengths and weaknesses in the survey 
results, which can be considered as directives for the future of the 
field and the society. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The in-depth research of Lloyd M. Perry set the bar for rigorous 
homiletics textbook study. The brief, but informative survey by 
A. Duane Litfin provides an interesting 1970s exploration of 
textbook use. In addition, the variety of responses that Donald 
Chatfield garnered, and the different answers gathered by Kent 
Hughes, the Preaching Magazine survey and Alex Kato, and of 
course the varied responses to the 2018 Legacy Preaching 
Textbook Survey of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 
demonstrates the different reactions by assorted constituencies 
on leading preaching books at various times. Yet, a consistent 
response from evangelicals over the years has been the prime 
place that Haddon Robinson’s Biblical Preaching has retained. 
This book deserves to be considered a legacy volume. Like its 
publication predecessor of the nineteenth century, On the 
Preparation and Delivery of Sermons by John A. Broadus, 
Robinson’s textbook remains dominant and will continue to do 
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so until it is replaced by another publication that speaks to 
evangelicals in the future. 

Mainline professor of preaching Alyce McKenzie’s 
observation may at first appear to be correct, “The days of the 
lone star textbook, standing above the others, used by one and all 
are past.”53 However, as Thomas G. Long wrote in 1985, 
“Textbooks, it can be argued, are the products of periods of 
relative consensus. If they are to be useful and successful, they 
must represent broad scholarly agreement about what is true and 
good regarding preaching theory, method, and practice.” He 
continues, “A fine textbook may be the work of one hand, but it 
should be the expression of many minds. It should gather 
together bursts of creativity and instances of intellectual 
advancement which have occurred in isolated areas of the 
discipline, place them into a unifying framework for 
understanding, and thus help to make sense of the whole.”54 

For now, evangelicals have a fine, dominant textbook, a 
legacy textbook that rises to the top, that leads the other 
publications that are employed to teach men and women how to 
preach. 
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