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The preacher is not only an exegete, but he or she is also a sociologist, an 
anthropologist, and an historian. We live in the biblical text, but we also exist in 
the present world, attempting to connect the ancient truth with today. 
 The preaching professor and the weekly preacher share the same ground, 
we traverse the same territory of investment in the Bible and its impact on men 
and women and boys and girls throughout history. In this edition of the Journal of 
the Evangelical Homiletics Society we look backwards, we consider the present, and 
we look to the future as we reflect on preaching. 
 At the October 2018 gathering of the Evangelical Homiletics Society, I, 
along with my colleagues at Baylor University’s George W. Truett Theological 
Seminary, explored the “Baylor University Most Effective Preachers in the 
English-Speaking Language World Survey.” There were two plenary 
presentations examining the 1996 and the 2018 survey results, comparing and 
contrasting these studies, providing background and analysis. The first article is 
the detailed address presented to the Society—looking backward and at the 
present. 
 Robert L. Compere’s article that is an analytical study of John A. 
Broadus’s classic textbook on preaching, also engages helpfully with the past. This 
article is a follow-up and final essay on the revisions that took place by later editors 
on Broadus’s A Treatise on the Preparation and Delivery of Sermons, first published in 
1870. 
 While my article on the Baylor study and Compere’s article on Broadus 
explore the past, Steven D. Mathewson engages with the present in a response to 
Abraham Kuruvilla. Kuruvilla, professor of pastoral theology and a past president 
of the Evangelical Homiletics Society, recently wrote an essay titled, “Time to Kill 
the Big Idea? A Fresh Look at Preaching,” in the Journal of the Evangelical Theological 
Society in 2018. Readers will find Mathewson’s response enlightening. 
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 The future of preaching is engaged by Gregory K. Hollifield in his 
exploration of what it will take for preachers to be effective later in this century. 
Hollifield focuses on the need for preachers to be aware of what an emerging 
secondary orality requires of preachers today and in the future. 
 Joel C. Gregory spoke to the attendees at the October 2018 gathering 
during the Saturday lunch. Gregory addressed the future of preaching and the 
trends he considers will be shifting over the next several years, treads that will 
have an impact on the way we preach, and possibly the way we teach preaching. 
 Dennis Phelps, outgoing president of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 
preached the President’s sermon on Friday morning of the society’s meeting. His 
sermon from Exodus 33 is a helpful reminder to all who preach. 
 This edition ends with a rich book review section. Edited and curated 
with skill by Abraham Kuruvilla, this segment of the journal provides helpful 
insight and critique of some of the most recently published books in the field of 
homiletics.   
 The past, present, and future of preaching is an on-going discussion and 
study. This edition of the journal is intended to push our thinking in preaching so 
that we might be better equipped to understand it and to teach and practice it 
well. 
 
 




