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2 Timothy 1:13-18

What makes Evangelical Homiletics, Evangelical?

Words.

5 years ago, I sat in a restaurant near our church called Wimpy’s with two 
other pastors. Neither were Evangelicals and both were self-professed liberal 
pastors of liberal churches. Both were well-educated and impressive men in 
their own right, and within their denominations they were considered to be 
quite successful. Every year we’d get together and catch up, talk about our 
town, swap stories about the ministry, laugh a bit and enjoy a meal. What 
started as a painful exercise in the first year, quickly became and enjoyable 
yearly gathering as we became friends.
 But this year was different. After we exchanged pleasantries and 
ordered our chicken parmesan sandwiches, John said, “I’ve been struggling 
in my preaching lately. I can tell that I’m struggling to keep their attention 
throughout the whole sermon, so I’ve tried something new. I’ve started 
inserting a commercial break in the middle of the message.”
 “A commercial break?” we replied.
 “Yes,” John said. “We play a song, or sing a hymn or do something 
to redirect their attention, and then I’d come back and finish my sermon. 
What do you guys think about that?” John asked
 Denzel, quickly replied. “I think it’s a great idea and, in fact, I’ve 
started to do something very similar.”
 Thinking that this sounded like the age-old problem of the preacher 
who likes to hear his own voice a bit too much, I asked the question, “So, how 
long do you normally preach?”
 “18 minutes,” John replied.  
 “Each half? Or the whole thing?” I countered.
 “9 minutes for the first half and 9 minutes for the second half,” he 
answered.
 Denzel chimed in, “I preach for 15 minutes, with a break in the 
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middle.”
 I was taken aback.
 “How long do you normally preach for?” They asked.
 “30-40 minutes on most Sundays,” I replied.
 “What??? And they actually listen to you?  What’s your secret?” they 
asked.
 “Well, I don’t know if it’s a secret, but I simply open the Bible, explain 
what is means and how it applies to us today.”
Sadly, this was a novel idea.
What makes Evangelical preaching, Evangelical?

Words.

 We all know that it isn’t quite that simple. Beliefs and convictions 
drive Evangelicalism, but these things are expressed with very specific words.
 And the nature of these words will produce health, it will protect the 
church and it will give a Holy Spirit induced appetite to those who hear it.
 Surely, all of us pastors and leaders want those things. Surely a 
young pastor named Timothy wanted those things for his church family as 
well.  In Ephesus, the work of the ministry was under threat. There were a 
variety of teachers in the church and there were cultural ideas outside the 
church. Surely, he had pressures to pursue a number of different strategies to 
bolster the ministry and  even pressure to leave the ministry all together. But, 
in the midst of threat, where should he place his confidence?
 Turn with me to 2 Timothy 1:13-18 as we read Paul’s encouragement 
to this pastor.
 Paul says to Pastor Timothy that he needs to have confidence in the 
Gospel Word.

WHY SHOULD WE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE GOSPEL WORD?

 Paul tells Timothy to “Follow the pattern of sound words,” the 
pattern of sound words.  That is an interesting phrase. These sound words 
he is referring to is the Scripture that elucidates the Gospel itself. And it’s 
interesting that he talks about it in terms of words, isn’t it? I mean, the Gospel 
is about a person! It’s about a Cross!  It’s about a resurrection! It’s about 
Forgiveness! And yet, Paul chooses to emphasize the importance of words.
 In Fact, this emphasis on words is a thread throughout the entire 
letter of 2 Timothy.  Listen to just some of the examples:

1:13 – the pattern of sounds words
2:14 – Don’t quarrel about words
2:15 – rightly handle the word of truth
2:16 – Avoid irreverent babble
3:10- you have followed my teaching (Comes in the form of words)
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3:14 – continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed (from of 
words)
3:15 – scared writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation in Christ 
Jesus (written words)
3:16 – Scripture is God-Breathed
4:2 – Preach the Word
4:3 – Men will not endure sound teaching
4:4 – they will wander into myths

 Words. Words. Words. Words. Words! You get the point. There is a 
lot to do about words.
 We see that not only do words have meaning, but they contain the 
very pathway to life!  
 Secondly, we see that this word is described as “the Good Deposit.” 
The image is one of a person holding something of great value and putting 
it in a place or with a person for safekeeping. Paul tells Timothy that He, The 
Pastor is the one who is entrusted with this great task of keeping safe this 
most prized possession.

A GOOD DEPOSIT

 I wonder if you’ve ever seen a “bad deposit?” A bad desposit can be 
described a few different ways. It is either something of great value that is 
deposited into an unsafe location and thus the thing of value is lost; or, this is 
something that you thought was of value, but when looking for a yield, was 
found to be nothing but a fake. A bad deposit is something that looks like it 
has great promise, but ends up disappointing.
 But a Good Deposit, if kept safe, Note–not if kept private, but if kept 
pure in its expression, this deposit yields tremendous returns in its right 
time.
 It sounds almost too simple, but we know the temptations, the 
temptations come from inside the church and it comes from outside:
 There is the temptation to make it more palatable, so more people will 
accept it. If we dull the sharp edges of this word, we won’t offend our friends 
or our neighbors. If we actively question the clarity of this word, we can roll 
into the culture around us easier and make church more “accessible.”   
 Or perhaps some of the most concerning trends that we see in 
Evangelicalism, is the temptation to brush up against the Word in our teaching 
but never really expound on it. We have this interesting tension in the field 
homiletics as we contribute to the raising up of preachers, don’t’ we? The 
tension of what one says vs. how one says it. It is my fear, that the how one 
says it is largely ruling the day as the external standard of success in so many 
churches, that the content of the “Good Deposit” is not being treated as 
“good,” and perhaps is not even being “deposited.”
 This is why it is so important that we are clear about what these 
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sound words are and this good deposit is. Broadly speaking, we can apply 
this to the Scriptures as a whole, and Paul does that in chapter 3. More 
specifically, we know that the pinnacle of all Scripture is the Gospel itself. 
Paul describes these sound words in a variety of ways throughout 1 and 2 
Timothy.
 He says in 1 Timothy 1:15—The saying is trustworthy and deserving of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
the foremost. 
 Here in 2 Timothy, he describes this Gospel as:

• “The promise of the Life” (1:1)

• “The purpose of His Grace” (1:9)

• “The appearance of our Savior Christ Jesus who abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light” (1:10)

 He says that the Word of the Scriptures is able to “make one wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (3:15)
 Last year I had the opportunity to meet Dan Mead, the recently 
retired CEO of Verizon Wireless. He is a Christian man. And in our brief 
time together he gave a fascinating statistic: The average person with a Smart 
Phone looks at their phone approximately two hundred times a day. Think 
about that for a moment. Two hundred times a day. That changes the way we 
receive information as constant updates and persistent stimulation can even 
change our brain chemistry.
 In an “I want results right now” “instant gratification culture, 
confidence in a regular diet of simple words is hard concept to embrace, and 
not all the people in our churches will understand this regular, methodical 
Word commitment. There will be calls for something more flashy, more 
entertaining, easier to digest.
 But Friends, we can have confidence in this word. When we preach 
it on Sundays, we teach it to students, when we live it throughout the week.
 Have confidence in God’s appointed means, that person of Jesus 
Christ and the work of Jesus Christ are accessed through the Word of Jesus 
Christ.
 We can have confidence in the Gospel Word.

THIS CONFIDENCE LEADS US TO COMPETENCE IN GOSPEL WORK

 We see three threads that work their way through this first chapter 
of 2 Timothy that are on display with regard to the competence in ministry.

Vs. 8 – Share in the suffering; vs. 12 – just as I suffer
Vs. 12 – It was entrusted to me; Vs. 14 –So I have entrusted this deposit to 
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you; 2:2; You entrust it to other men.
Vs. 8 – Do not be ashamed; vs. 12 – For I am not ashamed

 Paul is saying, you can suffer and not be ashamed because… 

CONFIDENCE IN THE GOSPEL WORD LEADS TO COMPETENCE IN 
THE GOSPEL WORK

 To illustrate this point we have both a negative example and a 
positive one.
 Vs. 15 gives us the negative example. Phygelus and Hermongenes 
were faced with mounting pressure and even the threat that is associated 
with this type of Gospel work. They abandoned the Gospel worker, thus 
abandoning the Gospel work. This indicates that they didn’t have confidence 
in the Gospel Word.
 But conversely, look at the positive example and how wonderful it is 
in effect.  Onesiphorus is his name. He aided the Word worker, he refreshed 
Him, in an environment that caused him personal risk, this man came 
alongside and showed his true colors. In fact, he sought him out. Paul said, 
to Timothy—Don’t be ashamed of the Word, I’m not ashamed of the Word, 
and look, Onesiphorus isn’t ashamed either and this is what that looks like.
 For our churches and seminaries today, what does confidence in 
God’s Word lead us to?  

-	 It means, that in an ever-broadening sub-culture of Evangelicalism, those 
churches that loosely handle the Good Deposit or only brush up against 
the Bible in their teaching are probably only loosely Evangelical in its 
historic sense. But churches that are truly Word-driven in their ministry 
remain near the heart of Evangelicalism.

-	 It means for those of us who teach and are under constant pressure to 
find the newest expression or the cutting edge idea that will be publish-
able, that we take joy in the fact that the advancement of our field is 
always subservient to the clarity of the Word itself. We strive to commu-
nicate in compelling and effective ways, but what is preached will always 
be more important than how it is preached.

-	 It means that we help our students and our church members understand 
that success is not defined by the creation of really cool experiences, very 
emotional presentations, or simply in rhetorical excellence, but rather, 
we are confident that success is found in all of us growing in faithfulness 
to God as we understand His Word.  



March 2018 67

-	 And I think it means that biblical exposition is the best way to proclaim 
these sound words while pursuing communication tools that are helpful 
to the hearer.

CONFIDENCE IN THE GOSPEL WORD LEADS TO COMPETENCE IN 
THE GOSPEL WORK.

 I can’t imagine what it would’ve been like for Moses to Stand Before 
Pharaoh and demand that he “Let my People Go” if he didn’t have confidence 
in the Word of the Lord.
 I can’t imagine what it would’ve been like to be Jeremiah prophesying 
to a people that wanted nothing to do with the message if he didn’t have 
complete confidence in the Word of the Lord.
 I can’t image being Jesus, standing before the Pharisees if he didn’t 
have complete confidence in God’s word.
 I can’t imagine being Peter and John speaking to the priests and the 
Sanhedrin under the threat of great persecution and even prison if I didn’t 
have complete confidence in the word of God.
 And I can’t imagine being a pastor of a local church standing up to 
preach Sunday after Sunday if I didn’t have complete and utter confidence in 
the Word of God.

CONFIDENCE IN THE GOSPEL WORD LEADS TO COMPETENCE IN 
THE GOSPEL WORK.


