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LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FOWARD

SCOTT M. GIBSON
General Editor

Looking back and looking forward enables us as individuals to keep track of 
where we came from and where we are going. The same can be said of any 
organization. As a new pastor, it is always helpful to pour over the history of 
the church and to determine how the congregation got to where it is so that 
a strategy for the future can be shaped. The Evangelical Homiletics Society 
likewise can benefit from a look at the past so that we can consider steps for 
the future.
 The 2017 annual gathering of the Evangelical Homiletics Society 
took place at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, 
Massachusetts on October 19-21, 2017. This was the twentieth anniversary 
of the society. The conference reflects the looking back and looking forward 
theme: “What Makes Evangelical Homiletics Evangelical: Challenges and 
Distinctives.” The plenary speakers were Derek J. Tidball and Scott M. 
Gibson. The addresses of both plenary presenters are published in the current 
issue. Gibson looked backward into the history of homiletics which included 
the historical formation of the Evangelical Homiletics Society, noting that 
preaching drives the evangelical movement. Tidball explored the challenges 
and distinctives of evangelical homiletics, drawing conclusions from a study 
of Acts 20:17-38.
 This edition also includes the paper of the awardee of the Keith 
Willhite Award. Heather Joy Zimmerman presented a paper on the topical 
sermon, suggesting a method for application that employs both pericopal 
and biblical theology. The Willhite Award is named in memory of co-founder 
and past-president, Keith Willhite, and is determined by a vote of those in 
attendance at the conference.
 Another article in this edition is by Jonathan Downie who explores 
Abraham Kuruvilla’s approach to preaching—pericopal theology. Downie 
examines the theological presuppositions and the practical application of 
Kuruvilla’s point of view.
 Included in this issue is the sermon president Nick Gatzke preached 
to those assembled, “Confidence in God’s Means.” Gatzke, president of the 
society for 2016-2017, is senior pastor of Old North Church in Canfield, Ohio.
 Finally, a robust number of book reviews rounds out the issue, 
provided by members of the society and edited by Abraham Kuruvilla, Book 
Review Editor of the Journal. The book reviews provide rich insight for our 
readers as they assess the kinds of books to read themselves and books to 
order for the libraries of the schools they represent.
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 The anniversary conference was largely attended. The papers 
presented were stimulating. One feature of conference was the concluding 
Celebration Luncheon on Saturday when Bryan Chapell served as the 
featured speaker. Chapell gave a stimulating and engaging after lunch speech 
that solidified the theme of the conference and brought it to an encouraging 
conclusion.
 The Evangelical Homiletics Society has had a fantastic God-blessed 
twenty-year existence. The members throughout the years have made 
contributions to the society that have strengthened it to the present, which 
will enable it to move into the future with God’s grace as we preach the 
Word. We look back and we look forward.


